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From: Dave <dvickstr@centurytel.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 11:19 AM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: proposed 2021 Big Game Regulation changes 
 
I have the following comments on the proposed changes for the 2021 Big Game Regulation: 
  
(1) I am in favor of initiating Controlled  Hunt Units in Eastern Oregon for archery.  As a long-time resident of 
Harney County, I have seen and continue to see negative environmental impacts rising each year as the 
number of archery hunters also continues to increase since controlled big game rifle hunting has lowered 
draw numbers.  Back country roads are heavily travelled and being pounded to dust.  There are more hunter 
camps and they are being left in unacceptable condition.  I have found plastic bags of trash in the brush, metal 
cans, aluminum beer cans, unburned/partially burned plastic and paper products in campfire rings and wood-
framed, plastic-sheeted “crappers” not removed and left to deteriorate.  This is inexcusable and as a private 
citizen and hunter, I’m getting tired of cleaning up after them. 
  
(2) I’m very opposed to allowing crossbows in any legal weapons season, particularly in archery and 
muzzleloader seasons.  Archers work to keep their skills honed and able to shoot their bows.  Muzzleloader 
hunters also have to be skilled in utilizing a “primitive” firearm and are regulated to open sights, exposed firing 
hammers, no optics/scopes, no plastic wads and minie’ bullets.  ODFW provides a primitive experience with a 
primitive weapon and a limited number of hunters in the field at that time. 
  
Historically, crossbows were developed to replace the need for skilled archers in medieval and earlier period 
armies.  The Chinese warlords conscripted farmers to become soldiers in their armies by having them utilizing 
crossbows for weapons.  Today’s crossbow is so sophisticated that users can purchase one an be able to shoot 
bolts extremely accurately without much practice or experience.  I don’t want this kind of person out in the 
field with me when I’ve worked so hard to be a skilled archer or muzzleloader hunter. 
  
(3) From what I’ve seen during the Covid pandemic and the big increase in visitor use from tourists coming to 
Eastern Oregon from other states/counties and the current archery season, the forests, mountains and 
deserts are getting impacted more than in the past.  US Forest Service, US Bureau of Land Management, 
ODFW and State Law Enforcement Officers are limited in numbers and unable to effectively enforce hunting, 
safety and environmental regulations in this large land area of Eastern Oregon.  A large part of this is due to 
limited budgets for hiring more personnel.  ODFW has been faced with this problem for so many years since 
the era of unlimited general hunting permits that once funded the agency. 
  
Its time to provide more regulation of hunting numbers and not dreaming up more hunts that give big game 
no rest from late August through November each year.  Don’t let it get worse. 
  
David E. Vickstrom 
544 S. Diamond Ave. 
Burns, OR 97720 
dvickstr@centurytel.net 
Tel: 541-573-7596  
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From: John Jones [mailto:johnljones60@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 12:50 PM 
To: Joshua.A.Munnell@state.or.us 
Subject: Archery Hunts 
 
Good afternoon, 
I don't know if you are the person to contact and if not, maybe you can pass this along to the right people. I am a 
rifle hunter, always have been, and born in Oregon. I am now 64. I know it has been discussed, but now tabled, 
but Archery hunting needs to go to a controlled hunt in Eastern Oregon for Elk. Too many herd bulls are being 
taken and the pressure is intense, all this during the rut, changing the behavior where when rifle season comes 
along, the elk are on private land and I cannot afford nor feel I should have to hunt private ground as I am not 
issued a private elk tag, they don't exist. Elk numbers will eventually suffer. I am not against archery hunting, it 
just needs to be limited as rifle hunters are. I am glad deer hunting will be limited or at least proposed in Eastern 
Oregon. Should have been done years ago. Changes need to be made or I will decide it is no longer worth it for 
both deer and elk to even bother to apply. Get rid of some damn cougars too. A tool that can make a difference. 
Thank you for your time. 
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From: Richard Lawrence <richardlawrence012@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 6:15 AM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Controlled eastern Oregon archery season 
 
I am a lifelong Oregon resident and I have been hunting ever since I was old enough. That being said I think 
you guys saying it is irresponsible to have a general archery season in eastern Oregon due to elk and deer 
numbers declining is a slap in the face! We pay you guys tons of money each year to manage our wildlife and 
this is what we get in return, thanks alot you guys are really doing a horrible job at managing our wildlife! The 
answer for our deer and elk population declining is not to limit our tags but to kill off cougars with dogs! And 
any other predators out there eating all the animals! Oregon should be able to sustain plenty of animals for 
everyone! Our state land should be one of the best in the country if our predators are managed correctly. Don't 
take away from archery hunters it's already extremely challenging to be successful we are not the problem it's 
the people supposed to be managing our wildlife and predators are the problem! And raking in our money and 
not putting it to good use this is unbelievable! 
 
  



From: Tom Debrie <tdebrie@live.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 7:48 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Proposed archery changes 
 
This is the email from Weyco that convinced me to email you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
From: Tom Debrie <tdebrie@live.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 7:41 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Proposed archery season changes 
 
 
As I sit here on a very smokey Labor Day evening I felt the need to give my input on the potential 
archery season changes. I live in Scio and I enjoy the freedom that I have as a archery hunter which i 
am very thanful of this year especially. This year I spent the $300 for a Weyerhauser permit which 
allows me some good hunting close to home. Well I just received an email from them and they have 
closed the tree farm entirely due too the potential fire conditions. I also grew up in Sweethome and 
am very familiar with Cascade Timber Consulting land that surrounds the area, it has been 
completely closed as well even for walk-in travel well before our current fire status. The west slope of 
the cascade range in the Willamette National Forest use to be good hunting but we all know that has 
changed with the absence of logging. And a large portion of it is on fire as I type this. If the WNF were 
my only option I'd probably quit. Do you see where I am going with this? Having the freedom to move 
around the state as an archery hunter is imperative. If an archery hunter has to stay unit specific and 
his/her unit is closed their season is over. After they've already spent the money on liscenses and 
tags. After they've spent their valuable time scouting and prepping for the season. That's not fair and 
an unjust system. That's why I am opposed to any of the proposed changes for archery hunters.  
 
Because of the way our system is now my season is not lost. I have options albeit in areas I may 
know nothing about and for that I am thankful. That's invaluable to me. I may be out $300 for my 
Weyco permit as far as archery hunting goes but I can still hunt and that means the most to me. This 
is what I do and what I love.  
 
Thanks for your time reading this and I hope you consider this when the time comes to discuss 
changes. 
 
  



 
 
From: D. Jackson <artnol.brs@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 8:09 AM 
To: ODFW.Commission@state.or.us 
Cc: Lontra.Srb@gmail.com 
Subject: My reflections on your ODFW 2022 guidelines 
 
This is an open letter to the ODFW Commissioners: Jill E. Zarnowitz, Becky Hatfield-Hyde, Gregory J. 
Wolley, Mary Wahl, Robert (Bob) Spelbrink, and Mark Labhart. 
 
Please disseminate this letter and its' reflections and suggestions to whomever you see fit.  In addition, I would 
be happy to meet with any or all of you to discuss these points in greater detail. 
 
My best to all of you as we head into fall, 
 
Dennis Michael (Mike) Jackson 
541-556-4197 
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September 6, 2020 

 

Dear ODFW Commissioners, Mrs. Zarnowitz, Mrs. Hatfield-Hyde, Mr. Wooley, Ms. Wahl, Mr. Spelbrink, 

and Mr. Labhart. 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to give you my thoughts to your proposed changes for 

2022, along with my observations of ODFW over the years. 

First my bio, in order for you to determine whether (or not) I’m a crackpot. My name is Dennis 

“Michael” or Mike Jackson.  I am a Pioneer License holder in Oregon, and my ODFW license number is 

382063.  I am 67 years young, and have participated in over 55 hunting seasons where I carried either a 

rifle or longbow.  

At some point mid-way through my life, I felt the need to give back for all the opportunities your 

agency has given to me.  As a result, I became an ODFW hunter safety instructor. Unfortunately, this only 

lasted a short while, because I became disillusioned by the curriculum I was asked to teach.  I felt at that 

time there were additional important issues to discuss with up and coming hunters, but your organization 

would not allow instructors to deviate from the scripted discussion.  By way of example, respect for the 

kill, issues with poaching and more emphasis on the ethical take of an animal are a few of the topics I 

wished I could have delved into with greater zest.  

Over the years, I have watched changes in the culture of hunting and fishing in Oregon with great 

interest, often with disgust; as well as some sadness.  We’ve gone from a family – oriented hunting – 

gathering culture to one of “whackem and stackem” as is now often seen online, YouTube video’s, and TV.  

From my perspective, the REVERENCE and RESPECT for the taking of an animal, and the nature of (and 

reasons for) hunting have seemingly been thrown aside for the chest pumping attitude which now seems to 

prevail.  I recognize that not all hunters feel or act this way, but on these sites; I see this as a major 

recurring theme.  In my opinion it is a shame, and sends the wrong message out to non – hunters and the 

public at large.  As mentioned above, reverence and respect were two of the major topics that I had wished 

to teach as an ODFW instructor.  Perhaps if emphasis had been placed on these topics during hunter safety 

courses, more people would show the respect due to an animal that we seeking lacking in today’s hunting 

programs.  Who knows?  

Although I’m primarily a hunter first, and vacillate back and forth with the choice of either a rifle or 

longbow, it is not important to me which weapon I choose.  The factors which affect that choice for me 

include: (1) the length of hunt, (2) the season, and (3) the number of required points to draw a particular 

area.  I believe all hunters (regardless of weapon choice) normally just want an opportunity to not be 

crowded (by other hunters) and to have the chance to see, spot and stalk our quarry. 

In the mid 1900’s, ODFW began giving archers a season with broader opportunities, and in those 

days, archers were mostly “traditional,” that is to say, primarily used longbows and recurve bows.  As a 

result of either weapon choice, success rates (harvesting an animal) were lower and additional time was 

needed for an opportunity.  Traditional longbows and recurve bows did not (and still do not) provide for 

the harvest success that a compound archer enjoys, has even though they are every bit as lethal.  I feel that 

this is due in part to today’s compound bows with their sights and let off capabilities, which – in my opinion 
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– makes these weapons as precise and accurate as that of a crossbow or even a muzzleloader rifle.  When 

ODFW chooses to ignore this fact (regarding compound bows), it will most definitely impact animal 

management objectives.  I have shot all of these weapons and they all have their place.  I would just like to 

see that the agency recognize that compound bows are therefore not equal to the “traditional” longbow and 

recurve bows, and take that fact into consideration when planning hunting seasons, take requirements and 

hunter tags in a given unit.  Currently, ODFW allows a hunter to use anything from the traditional gear to a 

compound bow during a given “bow season.”  Shouldn’t you take another look into the number of animals 

harvested with the different types of equipment and see what the effects are?  

It must be hard to set seasons for everyone’s interest and choice of weapons.  I’m sure all hunters 

are somewhat biased regarding the choices we have.  However, since ODFW research has shown that 

“archers” take a higher percentage of the bull elk harvest, then someone in your agency should be asking: 

(1) why, and (2) then resolving the inadequacies of weapons choice.  Has anyone there wondered what will 

happen when archers begin to harvest too many mature bull elk during their most vulnerable time, the rut? 

Just curious.  Actually I believe this is already happening, and effecting the herd numbers dramatically. 

I am, however; encouraged to see ODFW’s efforts to include youth, females and others in 

advertisements and hunting opportunities.  Good on you guys!  Unfortunately this marketing strategy 

alone will not save ODFW as an agency, and you all know it.  What are you doing to ensure adequate 

animal populations for generations to come?  How are you working to change the face of the American 

hunter (and the public bias against) those individuals?  Where is the marketing strategy to show that the 

comradery and family time spent hunting together helps solidify ethical lessons, build trust and 

responsibility; and ensures that young hunters grow up with a strong reverent foundation for the sport in 

general?  What are you doing to support the sister agencies and public / private businesses that would fail if 

hunting goes away (i.e., bird – dog breeders, hunting gear manufacturers, sporting clubs and private hunting 

ranches)?  Just asking.   

I’m old enough to remember the big snow of 1969 that hit Oregon and decimated the deer herds on 

both sides of the Cascades.  I saw the death of many animals first hand.  Was there a short moratorium on 

hunting in order to revive the herds?  No there was not.  ODFW left seasons open without restrictions, and 

hunters continued the annual kill, me included.  I’m guilty as anyone, even though hunters were legally 

allowed to continue as normal.  The deer herds in the State of Oregon have never recovered from that time.  

I’m a witness to that fact.  There should have been a moratorium.  If that event happened this winter, I 

would be first in line to buy my license and purchase points in order to keep your agency economically alive 

and thriving, knowing I would not have a hunting opportunity.  I know I am not alone. 

I could not figure out why your agency would do this until I became a manager for a County 

Department.  I found myself guarding any efforts to change something which needed changing for fear of 

losing funding and affecting my office and personnel.  I now understand what happens when you make 

hard and sometimes unpopular choices.  I eventually had to make the changes and hard choices and soon 

found out my department still survived, and for the better I believe.  I just wish I would see the same 

process being utilized with ODFW.  Hunters will understand responsible limits to certain hunts for the 

sake of wildlife management for future generations, as opposed to a “free for all” that will inevitably limit 

the number of animals for all hunters throughout the state.  
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In summation, I have the following wish list: (1) that ODFW, USFS, State Forestry and private 

businesses work together to solve our wildfire issues, (2) that intentionally setting and using proscribed 

burns in certain areas not only clears dangerous fuels and undergrowth but also helps animal species by 

providing essential food and protection of habitat.  As a hunter, I am not upset to see wildfire in the forest, 

because I have personally witnessed (in the year following a burn) a large uptick of game flooding into 

these areas and proliferating.  I’d also like to see cooperation with the above groups/agencies to keep the 

burns cleared of ceanothus and other undesirable plants that block out the forbes and grasses the big game 

enjoy and desperately need to flourish and survive as a species.  If ceanothus and other like – invasive 

species are allowed to grow unchecked, the burned out areas remain vacant of game compared to years 

earlier.  This in turn gives hunters one less place to go, creating even more hunter overcrowding.  What is 

the agency doing to overturn this?  Why have so many areas in Oregon not been replanted after burns and 

invasive species been allowed to proliferate and take over what was once prime hunting ground?  The lack 

of habitat management does not make sense to me.  

If your agency feels we need to go to controlled hunts for everyone, then do it.  I believe ODFW 

has a fiduciary duty to manage big game and fish.  If your science backed data tells you to make a change, 

then have the backbone to make that change.  Failing to take action when you know you should is not only 

a dereliction of duty but morally wrong.  The hunters and public at large have entrusted you to protect, 

promote and manage wildlife levels for future generations to come?  What are you doing to keep that 

promise?  

What do I think about Wolves?  I think they are a great contribution to the ecosystem, as long as 

they are in balance with their natural food sources.  I do not particularly care to harvest a wolf myself, but 

recognize should they need a measure of control (to limit overharvest of prey animals by wolf packs), then 

some hunting may be a suitable alternative.  I can also see some revenue there for the agency on controlled 

hunts.  I’m not certain I feel the same way about re-introducing grizzly bears to the State of Oregon.  I 

know it’s a pipe dream for some, but my research tells me they could be a nightmare for your agency to 

manage, until they learn how to read “leaving the wilderness” signs. 

There is so much I’ve not touched on but this will just have to suffice for now.  Feel free to reach 

out to me by phone or email if you want any other ideas from me, as I’m happy to help. 

Thank you all again for your time and commitment to nurturing fish and game for hunters as well as 

the public at large in our great state.  

 

Sincerely 

/s/ Dennis Michael (Mike) Jackson  

Lontra.srb@gmail.com 

ODFW license no. 382063 

541-556-4197 
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From: Gene Lynard <glynard@comcast.net>  
Sent: Sunday, September 6, 2020 1:14 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Comments on future big game hunting regulations 
 
Thanks for reaching out to us hunters who enjoy big game hunting in Washington State.  
 
I am an Oregon resident, a 75 year old recently retired veteran who purchased a non resident deer 
license last year and enjoyed the experience immensely,  As a senior citizen and a veteran, I 
recommend that you offer a discount to those of us considering purchasing a non resident license.  If 
you were to lower the price from $430 to $330 for example I'm sure you would take in more revenue 
as you made the license more affordable to more people. $430 is pretty steep to those of us on a 
fixed income.  A discount to seniors or to veterans would be great.  
 
Thank you, Gene Lynard  
  



From: gbjhomestead at wvi.com <gbjhomestead@wvi.com>  
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 9:05 AM 
To: ODFW Comission <odfw.commission@state.or.us> 
Subject: Controlled Archery Deer Hunts 
 
Commissioners,  
 
Attached is Oregon Bow Hunters position on Controlled Archery Deer Hunts in Eastern Oregon. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
George Johnson 
Past President Oregon Bow Hunters 
 
 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
4034 Fairview Industrial DR. SE 
Salem, Or 97302 
 
Oregon Bow Hunters 
61535 S. Highway 97 Suite 5-307 
Bend, Or 97702 
 
Subject:  Controlled Archery Deer Hunt in Eastern Oregon 
 Oregon Bow Hunters is opposed to the Controlled Archery Deer Hunt in Easter Oregon.  This proposed 
change is not based on biological reasons.  Rather, it is based on political and social pressure.  Mule deer 
population has declined in Easter Oregon over time.  It is not a result of Bowhunting.  

The loss of habitat, access to winter range, predation and winter kill have all combined to result in loss 
of overall herd numbers.  Oregon Bow Hunters believes ODFW should be actively restoring habitat, enhancing 
access to winter- range and managing predator numbers.  These are all very-large endeavors and not simple to 
solve. 

One of the concerns Oregon Bow Hunters hears voiced by ODFW and our members is Non-Resident 
Hunters.  Oregon Bow Hunters understood one of the reasons for the Controlled Archery Deer Hunt was to 
limit non-resident hunters.  Oregon Bow Hunters proposes ODFW put a cap on Non-Resident General Season 
Tags, based on the current numbers of tags sold.  Several other states are already doing so, and it works for 
them. 

Oregon Bow Hunters has concerns about the number of Rifle Hunts encroaching on Archery Season.  
Currently there are approx. 80 different Rifle Hunts during Archery Season.  Over 11,000 rifle tags with a 
significant number being Youth Hunts, which end up with 2 people for every tag.  11,000 Rifle Hunters is more 
than 30% of the 30,000 Bowhunters during archery Season.  Basically 1 in 4 hunters during Archery Season is a 
Rifle Hunter. 

 
Respectfully, 
John Wainwright 
President Oregon Bow Hunters 
 
Wayne Endicott 
Vice President of Bowhunting 
 
George Johnson 
Past President- Oregon Bow Hunters 
 



 
From: gbjhomestead at wvi.com <gbjhomestead@wvi.com>  
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 8:49 AM 
To: ODFW Comission <odfw.commission@state.or.us> 
Subject: Crossbows in Oregon 
 
Commissioners,  
 
Thank you for the long hours and dedication the Commissioners and ODFW staff put in. Oregon Bow 
Hunters appreciates the time and effort put out.  
 
Attached is our position on Crossbows in Oregon. 
 
Respectfully 
 
George Johnson 
Past President- Oregon Bow Hunters 
 
 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
40340 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE 
Salem, Or 97302 
 
Oregon Bow Hunters 
61535 S. Highway 97, Suite 5-307 
Bend, Or 97702 
 
Subject:  Crossbows in Oregon 
 Oregon Bow Hunters is opposed to crossbows becoming a legal hunting weapon in Oregon.   
 Making crossbows a legal hunting weapon in Oregon during the “Any Legal Weapon Season” opens the 
potential for Illegal use of crossbows during any Archery season. 
 Crossbows have been considered a Poachers weapon for hundred of years.  They are quiet and can be 
used easily at night if equipped with night vision.  Their arrow, (referred to as a bolt) leaves a wound channel 
identical to an arrow shot from a bow.  Unless the shot is witnessed there is no way to determine what the arrow 
was shot from.   
 Oregon Bow Hunters believes the real push for the crossbow being legalized in Oregon comes from the 
manufacturers of crossbows.  These people are only interested in their bottom line  ”selling more crossbows”.  
All you need to do is walk into Cabelas and look at how many crossbows are on display for sale.  Ask yourself, 
WHY?  They are not legal to hunt with in Oregon.  WHAT are crossbows being used for? 
 
 Protect Oregon’s wildlife, Do not legalize crossbows in Oregon. 
 
Respectfully 
John Wainwright 
President Oregon Bow Hunters 
 
Wayne Endicott 
Vice President of Bowhunting  
 
George Johnson 
Past President/Oregon Bow Hunters 



 
 
From: Haley Stewart <hstewart@humanesociety.org>  
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 5:08 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us; Curt Melcher <Curt.Melcher@state.or.us> 
Cc: Kelly Peterson <kpeterson@humanesociety.org>; Samantha Bruegger 
<sbruegger@wildearthguardians.org> 
Subject: Comments regarding 2021 black bear and cougar regulations 
 
Greetings Chairwoman Wahl, Director Melcher and Members of the Commission, 
 
On behalf of the Humane Society of the United States, WildEarth Guardians, and our supporters in Oregon, we 
submit the attached comments regarding big game regulations for cougars and black bears. We ask that you 
consider these comments prior to the September 11th Commission discussion on the 2021 big game hunting 
season and regulations. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions about our comments. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and have a wonderful holiday weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
Haley 
 
Haley Stewart 
Wildlife Protection Manager, Wildlife Protection 
 
hstewart@humanesociety.org  
P 240-660-0427 
humanesociety.org 
 

 
 
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation’s most effective animal protection organization, fighting for all  
animals for more than 60 years. To support our work, please make a monthly donation, give in another way or volunteer. 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Travis Middleton <tmiddletontts@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 4:10 PM 
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us 
Subject: Archery elk season is a nightmare 
 
Hello,  
  I am writing this as a concerned and sad hunter. Archery elk season here in Oregon has 
become a complete and total circus. As a relatively new hunter I am completely turned off by 
what the state is allowing to go on out there. For the season to be a otc free for all in 2020 is 
just insanity, it’s nearly impossible to go anywhere without other people, so far this season I 
have had multiple people ruin hunts ( while I was working bulls) every gate has had multiple 
people at it all just rushing past each other. Archery season has become identical to rifle elk 
hunting due to the over crowding and level of competition, it brings out the worst behavior in 
people and the “opportunity” you provide us as hunters is complete and utter garbage. Over 
the last 5 years I have been hunting I have tried everything possible to get away from other 
hunters, I am in good physical condition, I attempt to bike far into places, I have purchased 
Weyerhauser permits to try and cut back on the amount of people, I have back pack hunted, I 
have done everything possible and the bottom line is there are so many archery hunters that 
you can’t get away from others, anywhere that holds elk there will be people. this level of 
competition and crowding completely destroys the experience and frankly from your 
standpoint isn’t even sustainable. This is the last year odfw will get another penny from me. 
You people need to do something to regulate and control this circus that archery hunting has 
become, I honestly at this point don’t even think you care you just exploit the animals and 
“opportunity” as you call it to generate as much revenue as you possibly can. Until some 
actual hunter management is done I won’t be participating or giving your department another 
dime of my hard earned money. 
 
 - Travis Middleton  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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